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COMING WITH AN OXYGEN TANK 
 
Several years ago, over eight thousand miles (c. 13,000 

km) away from where we live, my wife and I sat and 

talked with a gospel preacher and his wife about their 

impressions of the United States after they visited here 

not long before we were with them. I do not recall 

everything that they said that day, but I clearly 

remember one matter that made a mark on their 

thinking. When visiting in the States and attending the 

services of God’s church in a few different states, more 

than once they saw Christians attending services who 

came carrying, pulling, or pushing their oxygen tanks.  

These two saints of God returned to their homeland on 

foreign soil and told their brothers and sisters that in 

America, members of the church, despite their obvious 

health issues, come to services even when they have to 

bring an oxygen tank with them! What they observed 

made a positive, lasting impression on them.  

At our congregation, it is quite common to see more 

than one fellow soldier of the Christ attending a public 

service of the church, despite having to lug along an 

oxygen tank. Other congregations have members who 

do the same. What is going on with these people? Why 

do they insist on coming to services even when 

breathing is not all that comfortable for them?  

Toting an oxygen tank is not the prettiest sight, but 

while humans look on outward appearance, “the LORD 

looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Pushing, carrying, 

or pulling an oxygen tank may not always be 

convenient, but Jesus’ followers learn to deny self and 

take up their cross for Him (Luke 9:23).  

When oxygen tanks are in use, at least some of them are 

not silent when they pump oxygen. However, 

thoughtful members of the church do not count such a 

sound as a distraction. Rather, to them it is a sweet 

sound – a sound which indicates that some precious 

brother or sister has made an extra effort to be present 

to worship the Almighty.  

It is also true that oxygen tanks may cause some people 

to look (and maybe some kids will even stare and point 

when they first observe them) at the tank and the person 

connected to it, but the example of a child of God acting 

as the light of the world sends a powerful message 

(Matthew 5:16). Brothers and sisters who attend 

services with their oxygen tanks show us that we can do 

a lot of things if we really want to. [While in this article 

we are talking specifically about those Christians who 

have to deal with oxygen tanks, the same thoughts apply 

to every child of God who puts forth a great effort to 

attend services despite having to deal with serious 

health issues or other matters which limit them].  

Seeing a brother or sister in the Lord come to services 

toting an oxygen tank encourages the rest of us to be 

more committed. It reminds us of the first-century 

churches of Macedonia which, despite their “great trial 

of affliction,” still “first gave themselves to the Lord” (2 

Corinthians 8:2, 5).  

You and I just never know how far-reaching our 

influence might be. That holds true for influence that is 

good, as well as for influence that is rotten. Remember, 

the ones who were so impressed and encouraged by 

oxygen-tank-carrying saints live over eight thousand 

miles away from those whom they saw using the oxygen 

tanks. The word about us gets around. Should this not 

cause all of us to give a special effort to be the right kind 

of example?  

There are many members of the church who do, indeed, 

have health issues or other matters out of their control 

that prevent them from attending some or all of the 

church’s gatherings. On the other hand, it also is true 

that more than a few of Jesus’ disciples throughout the 

world skip some Bible studies or worship services of the 

church simply because . . . are you ready for the real 

reason . . .? They do not attend them because they do 

not really want to be there. Yet, many of my precious 

brethren in the Christ who struggle with serious health 

issues are present every time that it is possible, they 

come on time, and they cannot wait until the next time 

that the church will assemble together. And, do you 

know why these folks do it, over and over and over? 

Because they are committed to the Lord Jesus and they 

want to be present. There you have it.  

I thank God for all of His priests who set a good 

example for me and others. That includes those who 

suffer with breathing problems, but would you look at 

that, here they come anyway, lugging that oxygen tank. 

Now, brother or sister, if you are blessed with good 

health, what did you say it is that really keeps you from 

attending Sunday assemblies of the church? Or coming 

to midweek services? Or attending special activities like 

a gospel meeting, lectureship, or VBS?  

Eyes are watching, ears are listening, and hearts are 

pondering what they observe in us. Honorable conduct 

sends a powerful message (1 Peter 2:12).  

-- Roger D. Campbell
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, 

and make a profit”; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour 

that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and 

do this or that.” But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. Therefore, to him who knows to do 

good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” 

James 4: 13 - 17 

 

Attendance 24/12/17: AM – TBA; PM – TBA 

Contribution: TBA 

 
If you are visiting with us today, we wish you a warm welcome and thank you for being with us to share in our 

worship to God. If you have any questions, or would like any further information, please ask one of our members or 

feel free to take any of the tracts and leaflets that are available. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
TRAVELLING/SICK – Please keep in your prayers: 

• Continue to pray for Abigail Williams and her family in Adelaide. 

• For Sis Sharon Chan in Singapore. 

• For Bro Eddy Ee in Singapore. He has been released from hospital and recovering at home. He is continuing to take anti-biotic 

medication. Please keep him, his family and the brethren at the Jurong congregation in your prayers. 

• For Joshua Stokes in Hobart. His cancer has recurred, so please pray for him and his family. He is now in a 12-month ongoing 

period of chemotherapy (1 week of treatment, 3 weeks off). 

• Brett Rutherford in Tasmania. 

• Wally Crous from the Central North congregation in WA. Please pray for him as he recovers from a stroke. 

• Please pray for Charlie and his eyes and the PMR he is being treated for. Please also pray that his right eye will settle after 

having some stitches removed. 

• Please pray that Robyn remains well enough to maintain full time community work. In recent years, several positions have 

been terminated due to health issues. 

• For Boon Chin’s Grandfather. Please pray for his ongoing treatment. 

• For Aaron and Parames as they travel overseas on holiday. 

• Han, Carol, Daniel and Joan who are away in Europe. 

• For the Chin family who are away. 

• For Mary and that her new medication will assist her. 

 

BUILDING PLANS: 

The men are considering building works as we are blessed to be growing in number. Please continue to pray for this as the men consider 

several options and plans. 

LUNCHEON/END OF YEAR: 

After our morning service today, we will be having a luncheon together. Please stay if you can and if able, please bring some food and 

drink to share. We will also be having a series of devotions and time together after the luncheon to plan for the new year, 2018 and to 

reflect on this year. All are welcome! As part of this time of reflection and planning, please remember to complete the survey forms that 

have been distributed, or complete the on-line survey. 

TRAVELLING: 

Many of our brethren are travelling this holiday period, please keep them in your prayers. 

PRAYER NIGHT: 

This Wednesday evening (3rd Jan) we will be having our monthly prayer night, the first for 2018! Please come along and if you have 

any requests or thanks-giving’s, please feel free to add these to the list on the night. 

BUILDING FUND CONTRIBUTION: 

Next Sunday after the morning service, there will be an opportunity for members to contribute to the building fund if they wish to do 

so. 

PERSONAL BIBLE STUDIES: 

Please continue to remember and act on our goal for every member to be able to set up 1 personal bible study with someone they know 

this year. If needed, there are several members who are willing to conduct the actual study as required. Please also keep in your prayers 

those that are currently doing bible studies at this time. 

BIRTHDAYS UPCOMING EVENTS 

01/01: Ariel – Birthday. 31/12: Luncheon and reflection/planning time for 2018, after am service. 

05/01: Jessica – Birthday. 03/01: Prayer Night, 7:30pm at building. 

17/01: Carol T – Birthday. 07/01: Building Fund contribution, after am service. 

21/10: Tracy – Birthday.  

23/01: Stephen – Birthday.  

23/01: Anna – Birthday.  


